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TELEPHONE
CONPANY
ANNOYED AT

 LONG DELAY

By BILL PRICE.

Congressman Ben Johnson of Ken-
tucky, chalrman of the House Com-
mittes on the District of Columbia,
has added the Chesapeake and Poto-
msae Telephone Company fo the list
©of those_who @0 not love him. There
are others in Congress who are mot
bighly regarded by this company.

Mr. Johnson's great patience In
:ﬂlln‘ off a vole by the House on

s bill for taking the business in

the District out of the hands of the
™ company and placing it in the bands

of Postmaster General Builesor is
the present source of the Leritution
against him. The highly pals law-
yers and officials of the company
want the gquestion of ownership
pressed to a vote |n Congress, bellev-
fng that the Government ownership
sdvocates will not ¥ able to marshal
B majority of that bedy. ;
Want Quick Rellef.
They are placed In & poaition that
. momoys them every minute. The

DVtilitles Commission, which heard

their appeal for rearranging tele-

phons charges In this city so that
_ the company will not oniy be relleved

of comsidersble pressure on thelr
iines but permitted to obtain addl-
tional receipts, expressed the opinion,
in its decirion, that the company was
entitled to rellef, but that the com-
mission was nmot prepared to give re-
tlef while Congress was dallylng with
the question of ownership.

But for FPostmaster General Burle-
son's intarferenge at the last minute,
the telephone company would today
be curtaliling ita service and collect-
Ing more money for the dimmished
service than before. Then Mr. John-
n-too_k up the cudgels, band two

pariiamentary fights in the
House over his telephone bIll, and
fimally bad It referred to his own
sommittee, which has reported favor-
adly upon it
"There ls, therefore, banging over
the heafa of the company's officials
the constant threat of Government
opsration or ownership by Congress,
while thelr MNands are temporarily
tised against collecting more monsy
for service. Truly it's a sad situstion,
with nobody In ths town staying
sawake nights worrying sbout It

Ask Commission's Ald
Officials of the company have- lald
Pefors the Utilities Commission thelr
view that they ought to be granted
the rellef sought without waiting for
posaibly long delavsd action in Com-

gress. They hawve been told that Mr.
Johmnson, although a Kentuckian, Ia
remaricabiy placid at times, and that
he mever pushes one of his measures
in the House until he has carefully
studisd the strategy of the opposing
forces and has hiz reserves all lined
up for battle. In this telephone tight
he may not open his batteries for
some time, In fact the fight may not
be opened for some weeks, and there
may bs no final decision for months,

Should the commission go ahead and
grant rellef (o the company, Congress
might be-offended and Government
ownarship might be given an Iimpetus
that would push it across the Con-
gregsional Jine. If the Utilities Com-
mission goes forward and givea the
relief it saye I» deserved, without re-
gard to the legislative situation, what
in likely to happenT If the comminsion
holds off granting the relfef while
Congress does nothing where does the
company get off? It's some predica-
ment, The users of telephonea seem
10 be the only ones who ara soothed.

Wil Put In Autematic Syyiem,

The telephone company has an-
nounced that it Intends to establish
an attomatic service in Washington
that wiil cost £2.000,000, and possibly
more. That service cannot be ready,
though, innide of a yesr. New bulld-
ings will have to be constrbcted to
houss the automaile equipment and
many experienced workmen will be
required to put it in

This i2 the system that the Post-
master General promised to instal] If
given charge of the company. Post-
master Chance claimn that the depart.
ment could instal this complets sys-
tém in four months' {ime at a cost of
something like §2,000,000

The telephone company, it was sald
today, wiH go forward with its auto-
matic plans despite the aggravating
situation in which It Is placed. The
system, whenover il is ready, will do
away with girl operators altogether.
The automatle exchange will be look-
od after by a few electrical and me-
chanical sxperts

It will be auseleas to try to may
sweet things to the automatics, They
will not hear you. Nelther will your
eonveraation stick In listening ears.
You almply switch a few numbern
around on the dial attached to your
machins and get your number. 1f the
number ia busy there wiil be a slight
suszing scound and you can call later.

OLD MAN TRAITOR, WIFE SAYS.

BMITH CENTER, Kan,, March 30—
Charging that he s “pro-German, a
traltor to his country and so mean
and stingy that he will not allow her
to have any fire in the house during
the coldest wenther except In the
kitchen,” Mra Henrletta Plelcher, of
this city, Is suing her husband, John
Pletcher, for a division of their prop-

arty.

Platcher s seveniy-five years old,
s eivll war vetsran and has lived here
forty-five years
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|eelpta, 16,340 bushels; shipments,
775 bushels.

Corn—New, as to grade and color,
$1.70 to $1.65. Receipts, (0,208 bush-
els; shipments, 10,092 bushels.

Onts—Firmer, No. 3 white, $1.02

Three Waahington men are among
twenty-three with the American
peditionary force to receive
sions on recommendation of
Pershing, the War Department ao-~

nounced A

They James H. Blount, 78 Fen-
dall bulldfng, who has been
major in the Officers’ Reserve
Frank W. Hoover, 4408 lowa
northwest and Roger Hornar Garrett
th street northwest, who have
gained captaincies; in what branch
is not stated . 3

as follows: Alten 8. Miller,
lieutenant colonel, ordnance

I

Hi

. Waterhuary,
Wells, Washington, Pa.,
Kuehns, Hoboken, M. J.,
Epires, New York, Edward
son, New York, William J.
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansaa,

irsu

g

The 1018 campaign of
Red Cross to ralsa §100,000,000 is be-
ginning to galn headway.
ing to dlscuss plans for the drive to

based ypon data furulshed by the Gov-
ernment.

The names of the winners all over the
couniry will be forwarded to the Division
of Four-Minute Men of the committes on
publie Information, and there enrolled.

the American

A meet-

G102, Recelpta,

spots, $2.685 bld

{ Boutd of
Tuas Aducmaolle

75.225 Dbushels;
shipments, 127080 bushels
Rye—Firm; No. £ Western export,

Recelpta,

17810

bushels; shipments, %0444 bushels
Hey—Quist. steady.
Flour—-Firm: good demand.

VA,

Highwa
from b

A -

be made May 20 to May 27 was held
at the New Willard last night by the
local finance committes. England,
Belgium, Canada, and the American
Bed Cross were representad

H. B. F. Macfarland, of the execu-
tive committee, acting chalrman, ask-
ed for the co-operation of all in Wash.
ington in ralsing the half-million dol.
lars alloted here. John W, Davia,
counselor of the American Red Cross,
and Henry Whits, former ambassador
to*France, reviewed the work of the
Red Cross.

Major C. H. Lyell. member of Parlia-
ment, conveyed the message of King
George In pralse of the work of the
American Red Crose.

TEXAS RANCHER ATTACKS
HOOVER’S MEAT POLICY

Food administrator Hoover's policies
have been “harmful" to meat producers
who are losing money 1o the galn of the
big packers, E . Lasater, prominent
Texas rancher, told the Benate Agricul-
ture Committes loday.

Lasater assalled Food Administration
Representative Joseph B. Cotton for
“intentional disregard” of the producers,
Lasater was formerly masociated with
Hoover,

did not know, when they began the
idrive ten days ago., just whero they
| would be able to break through the
| British lines. During the past few
days the attacks have buen Indicative
of "feelers” (o find weak =pots
| through which the advance could be
| further continued.

! The result has been small galns
|hon and there but no concerted ad-
vanca., The fact that the crown
prince’s army has gone farther than
the balance of the German lina has,
it is tirmly belleved, the main pur-
| pose of a re-establishment of that
dignitary in the good graces of the
German people as an army com-
mander, Until the present drive he
| stood mlome In the category of being
the only defeated German general
For dynastie and other reasons this
has been an Intolerable position for
the hereditary successor of the pres-
ent Kailser. While the Kaiser him-

. .

| turbed conditions of the monsy or stock mar
kete. First deed of trust notss (Brst mort-
gea) well sacured on real esiats In Lhe
Guﬂu. ef Columbia. censtitute “glit-eige™
investmenta, and thay do pot deperd upos the
nancial responsibility of individoals or cor
perations for thelr stabllity. We can supply
such I ts In s frum 0 up
ward. Rerd for boollet. “Cencerning
ant Tnvestmenta ™

SWARTZELL, RHEEM &
HENSEY CO.,

w1 Nth Birest N. W
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The grain and the necessary ships
| transport it have been placed at
{disposal of Switzerland through
| United States pravision
50,000 tons of sh . but
land fa upable to move the
owing to Germany's attitude,

the impression of Government
here, that Germany intends to Mmake
hazardous in every way the

3 AL BREAKERS
CAPTURED: 11 ARE
STILL MISSNG

Thres of the fiftsen priscners who
escaped on March 17 frem the Dis-
trict jmll were arrested today.

Wiliam T. Watkins, colored, bet-
ter kmown to the police as Bill Nut.
ney, was captured at 232 L street
southwest by Bicycle FPoliceaman
Jackson and is nmow back in jall

John Thomas snd George Hemry
Tarry, two more of the negro fugi-
tivse, were arrestod at Mount Alry,
Harford County, M4, according to =
telegram recelved shortly before moon
by Inspector of Detectives Gramt.
Headquarters Detectives Sweenay
and Beckley have gone to Mount Alry
to bring back the negroes. It i» un-
derstood that they have admitied
thelr |dentity and have expressed a
willingness to return to Washington.

With the arrest of Watkine, Thomas,
|and Terry, and the swrrender the day
|after the jail dellvery of Albert Thorn-
|ton. one of the fugitives who told Super-
{intendent Zinkhan he left to get some
| “fresh alr,” the police authorities are
Inm on the hunt for the other eleven
prisoners who escaped. There la & e
| ward offered for the arrest of any of

|the fugitives.

|
|

'BARBER GIVES SPEECH
IN CONGRESS GALLERY

| Emanuel Scondiffio, twenty-five
vears old, a barber, who claims 228
Mott street, New York eity, as his
home, today Is at the Washington
Amvlum Hospital undergoing mental
cbaervation,

During the ¢losing moments of the
sesslon of Congress yesterday after-
noon, Scandiffio arose from his seat
in the gallery and began to talk,
using the name of Senator La Follette,
H, L. Duryea, §20 K street northwest,
ousted the man from the gallery and
in the scuffle that ensued he struck
the Washingtonian. The blow did no
harm.

Reaching the first fioor, Scandiffio
| attempted to force an entrance to the
| flonr of the House, but Pollcemen
Jeane A. Reed and Thomas Gorman,
of the Capltol police force, seized him
by tha collar and sent him to the
| Sixth precinct police statTon.

IABKB IDENTIFICATION TICKETS.

| Senator Jones, of Washington, jatre-
Iduu-d in the Senate a bill to require the
street rallway companies of the Distriet
to lssue identification tickets to pas
sengers when cars are delayed for five
minutes or more. These tickets are to be
good for another ride. A similar bill has
gone Into the House
~_ LOST AND FOUND
KEYS—-Punch, on Ith e, Fin. ave, orf on
New Hampahire -n_.__'rH‘_\_C_ . TE. 1
WATOH-Small geld wrist, No. NI
with Laocis Akers engraved om the back:
was left for repairs on the Tlst of Jaauary
with & local jJeweler. Call Linc. 33 -n

PURSE—Hinck leatber. o n Tuesday about §
N W,

on
, in the wicinity of Mk and E sta
containing bills and dentist receipt
, Kindly returm to 1712 th e N W, ‘n_-. L

-

BOY—Wwiite._Apply Manager,
Edmonston, 1334 ﬂ.’ NW.1-1
ety CAIND, S sme Hh e @ H

Marte Tth =t 8. W

0. Y—At once;

large contracting firm;
wages and opportuni

ty for

movement of food supplies to Bwitses | ot

BOY—Te s
P ik A :
BUSHELMAN—M ERTZ &

MERTZ, 906 Fst. N. W, 1-1

Foreman,
road, one square waest

Conn. ave. 1

“

WANTED FOR
GOVERNMENT WORK
IN THIS CITY
15 CARPENTERS,

25 LABORERS,

6' CEMENT FINISHERS.
APPLY AT ONCE
UNITED STATES
EMPLOYMENT,

1410+Penn. ave. N. W.
¥

CLERK—A bright young man
for night duties at the National
Press Club. Apply to secretary,
801 Riggs Bldg. = Call betwesn
11 and 12. 1-31

CHAUFFEUR — White. Ap-
ply 9 a. m., 4 p. m. or by ap-

pointment. Terminal i

Co., 1233 20th st. nw. 2

-



